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6 I wish no other herald 

‘* No other speaker of my living actions, 
“* To keep mine honor from corruption 
‘© But such an honest chronicler.” 
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Mr. Wright’s Speech, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE REPORT 
OF THE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


Mr. Wright—Mr. Speaker, I must beg the indul- 
ence of the house, while I deliver my opimion on the 
subject now under consideration, the most important 
that has been submitted to the congress of the Uni- 
ted States. I, sir, shall take the liberty of varying 
the question from the honorable member from Vir- 
ginia. (Mr. Randolph) who yesterday considered it a 
question of peace or war—I shall consider it a ques- 


tion of war or submission, dire alternatives, of 


which, however, I trust, no honest: American can 
hesitate in chusing, when the question is correctly 
stated, and distinctly understood. The gentleman 
from ‘Virginia contends, that it is a dispute about 
the carrying trade, brought on us by the cupidity of 
the American merchants, in which the farmer and 
planter have little interest; that he will not consent 
to tax his constituents to carry on a war for it; that 
the enemy is inyulaerable on the “mountain wave,” 
the element of our wrongs, but should they violate 
the “natale solum,” he would point all the energies 
of the nation and avenge the wrong. Was that gen- 
tleman stricken on the nose, by a man so tall that he 
could not reach his nose, I strongly incline to think 
his manly pride would not permit him to decline the 
conflict. Sir, the honorable member is incorrect in 
his premisés, and of course in his conclusions, I will 
endeavor to convince him of this, and shall be gratified 
could I enlist his talents on the side of a bleeding 
country.—Sir, the violations of the commercial rights 
of which we complain, donot only embrace the car- 
rying trade, properly so called, but also the carrying 
of the products of our own soil, the fruits of our own 
industry; these, although injurious only to our pro- 
perty, are justcauses of war. But, sir, the umpress- 
ment of our native seamen, is a stroke at the vitals of 
liberty itself, and although it does not touch the 
“natale solum,? vet it enslaves the “nativos fiios,” 
the native sons of America, and in the ratio that li- 
berty is preferable to property, ought to ealist the 
patriotic feelings of that honorable member, and 
make his bosom burn with that holy fire that inspired 
the patriots oftherevolution. __ 

Sir, the carrying trade, by which I mean the car- 
rying articles the growth, produce or manufacture of 
a foreign clime, (except articles contraband of war) 
is as much the right of the American people, as the 
carrying the products of their own soil, and is not on- 
ly secured by the law of nations, but by the positive 
provisions of the British treaty.—To us, sir, it 1s an 
all important right. We import from the West In- 
dies, annually, property to the amount of forty mil- 
lions of dollars, for which we pay in the products 
of our own soil; of this, ten millions only are con- 
sumed in the United States, and the surplus thirty 
millions are exported to foreign countries, on which 


AA 
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the American merchant pays three per centum on 
the duties to the United States, obtains the profits 
on the freight of thirty millions of dollars, and fur- 
nishes a market for American productions to the 
same amount. The hontrable gentieman from: Vir- 
ginia said, that that little spot in Maryland, Balti- 
more, which was well fortified and secure from an 
attack, had unbounded influence, “that the lords of 
Baltimore” governed the representatives of Marv- 
land, in their votes on this subject. No, sir, every 
district of Maryland solemnly protests against sub- 
mission to any foreign power, and [ have no donb<, 
willapprovethe votes of their members on this floo=, 
“to prepare for. war,” or for war itself, rater tha: 

sumbission.—Baltimore, by the industry and con- 
mercial enterprize of her citizens, has grown ont of 
the sea into a great commercial city, has diffuset 
the benefits of commerce into every section of the 
state, by making a great demand for the products of 
our soil and industry, and a consequent increase of 
price, whereby every foot of land in Maryland i; 
made more valuable, and whereby the interest of 
every part of the state is identified with theirs; for 
this she is justly entitled to our respect. But, sir, 
she has no occasion to infuse her patriotic fire, (so 
pre-eminent in the case of the Chesapeake) into th= 
representatives of Maryland. They know the wish. 
es of their constituents, and will most certainly obey 
them. ; 

_Mr. Speaker, I hope*if the gentleman from Vir. 
ginia will not defend the carrying of foreign art}. 
cles, he will defend the carrying the products of our 
own soil, a right most disgracefully violated.— 
When our own citizens have been carryine provi- 
sions, the produce of their own soil in their own 
ships, to feed the armies of England and her allies 

on the continent of Europe, they have been cantur 
ed on their homeward bound passage, on their own 
coast, and condemned in a British court of admiralty. 
If it does notinspire him, yet lamnot without hopes 
that when he reflects an the impressments of our 
native American seamen, carrying the products of 
our own industry to market, thousands of whom at 
this moment are languishing under the ignominious 
scourge, on board the infernal floating castles of 
Great Britain, he will feellike an American, devoted 
to avenge their wrongs. He has said that if Great 
Britain had an agency in exciting the Indians to the 
massacre of the troops under governor Harrison, he 
would avenge it. Sir, can he then feel lees bound 
to avenge the slavery and death of American iin- 
pressed seamen, committed directly by Britons 
themselves, than the death of citizens by the say.. 
ges through the British agency? Ishouldlike to hear 
him exercise his logical talent in the discrimination 
of these cases, which, however profound, would | 
presume be ineffectual to that purpose. Sir, the 
impressment of American seamen is of ancient 





date, the outrage was remonstrated against by oie 
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Washington, and by every administration since, and 
every diplomatic energy, in every administration, 
exerted to put a stop to this infamous practice, 
vain. dee 

Mr. Speaker, I ask honorable gentlemen if we are 
not bound by the most solemn ties te protect our 
seamen by all the lawful means wé possess? - I have 
ever considered, that protection and allegiance were 
reciprocal obligations, the counterparts of each 
other; that the protection of the citizen in his h- 
berty was secured to him by the constitution, and 
every member of the government bound by oath to 
support that constitution securing to him that right. 
I ask, should an impressed American seamen (who 
has been for seven years under the lash, and whom. 
we had during that time neglected) be indicted for 
high treason, when found with-our enemies in arms 
against us, should be plead specially. that fact, 
would it avail him; and if tt would not, how can we 
neglect to protect him in his liberty, secured by the 
soci:! compact, which we are bound by‘oath to exe- 
cute. “Mr. Speaker, it is well known that my sym- 
pathics have always been enlisted for this hardy and 
valuabie class of our fellow citizens, who, though 
poor, yet as “honest tars” proverbially, in a peculiar 
manner, are entitled to our protection. 


Sir, we all recollect the capture of the Philadel- 
phia by the Turks, and‘we can never forget how the 
news of so many of our fellow citizens being sub- 
jected to Turkish bondage in a moment electerized 
the sympathies of the American people; that a 
squadicn was without delay dispatched to the Me- 
diterranean, and a largé sum of money voted for their 
ransom: But, sir, we have so long submitted to the 
British impressments of our seamen, that @t has be- 
come an oid story, and we seem to have set down! 
easy under it, instead of making them pay for it, 
with inierest. But, sir, the murderof Pierce in our 
own waters; the killing of our citizens in the Che 
sapeake; the hanging of Wilson in cold blood, taken 
out of that ship by violence; and the very recent case 
of the American citizen impressed into the Little 
Belt, and compelled to. fight against his own coun- 
trymen, who was killed in that action, are fresh in 
our recollection, and if these outrages which cry 
aloud for vengeance, do not animate you, ‘I fear the 
sacred fire that-mspired your fathers in the revolu- 
tion is nearly extinguished, and the liberty of their 
degenerate sons in jeopordy. Mr. Speaker, the gen- 
tleman from Virginia has declared, that if he could 
belicve that the late massacre of: the troops, in the 
attack on governor Harrison by the Indians, under 
the Prophet, was the effect of British agency, he 
would unite with us heart and hand, and personally 
assist to avenge the bloody deed. I fell a confidence 
that if the: gentleman will attend to the circum- 
stances of this case, and take a retrospective view 
of the conduct of the British wovernment. he will 
feel no doubt of the fact.. I will take the liberty of 
pointing the gentleman’s attention to same of the 
prominent features of that government, which will 
go far in establishing the fact:—When Dunmore, g0- 
vernor of Virginia, in 1775, found it necessary to 
quit the seat of government, and go on.board the 
fieet, for syfety, from the revolutionary vengeance 
of the.patriots of: Virginia—at a period, too when, 
the Americans were suing for justice, by their hum- 
ble petitions to the king and parliament; and when 
that Chatham, the gentleman from Virginia has so 
highly extolled, was the advocate of our. violated 
rights, Dunmore issued a proclamation inviting the 
negroes to his standard, to cut the throats of their 
masters, and promised them a pardon. This fact I 


ithe continent. 


a court at Northampton, in Virginia, to induce them 
to commute the punishment of death (passed on some 
of the victims of his perfidy,) to working in thé 
mines: Which they did. I will next remind the ¢ 

tleman of the speech of lord Dorchester, to the In- 


bers of the inhabitants on the frontiers, of ali ages, 
sexes and conditions were sacrificed... This was the 
cause of the Indian war. that shortly afier took place. 
This fact was tested by the newspapers of the day, 
which had universal credit. ? a ; 
These cases go to prove that the principles that 
ought to govern civilized nations have at all times 
been totally disregarded by the officers and agents 
of that government. After these cases we shall feel 
little hesitation. in believing there was a British 
agency in the'case of the massacre by the Prophet’s 
troops, on governor Harrison’s detachment, when 
the circumstances relied on are duly considered. 
At the late great council with governor Harrison, 
the ‘chiefs of many tribes were convened, all of whom 
except Tecumseh, the Prophet’s brother, in their 
speeches avowed their friendly dispositions, and de- 
votion to peace with the United States—Tecumseh, 
who, with a number of his tribe, came from fort 
Malden, in Canada, declared Iris hostile intentions 
against the United States, left the council with that 
uvowed intention, and returned again to fort Mal- 
den. Shortly after which, the Shawanese assembled 
a large body in arms in the Indiana territery, under 
the Prophet, and committed the assault on the troops 
of governor Harfison, though they have paid for 
their temerity. This, I trust, connected as it is with 
the immorality and extraordinary pretensions of that 
government at this crisis, will satisfy, not only the 
gentleman from Virginia, but this house, of a Bri- 
tish agency’ im the case. 

But to divert our attention from the wrongs of 
which we complain, the gentleman from Virginia 
tells us that our own restrictive system has undone 
us; that our cotton is reduced to seven cents, and 
our tobacce to nothing. S.r, there are now no re- 
strictions to’ the exportation of these articles, ard 
it thathad been the cause, on its remov.l the effect 
would have ceased with it. No, sir, we are to look 
for tle cause of the reduction of the prices of our 
cotton and tobacco in the political and commercial 
story of Europe.—The priceof our cotton depends 
on the demand for the manufactures of that article; 
the English made cottons depended on the continen- 
tal markets, from which the British manufactures 
are excluded. The price of tobacco never was ma- 
terially varied by the consumption in England, but 
depended on the foreign demand from Great Britain, 
which, by their exclusion from the continent, is al- 
most entirely arrested. Sir, if we examine with 
candor the cause of the reduction of the prices of 
these articles, we shall find that the retaliatory sys- 
tem of the two great belligerents produced ii:— 
The “British proclamation blockading system” of 
1806 induced the fcontinental blockade of 1807, 
and ultimately the interdiction of all articles the 
growth, produce or manufacture of Great Britain to 


America, ever faithful to herself, determined to 
preserve a state of neutrality, and not to commit her 
destinies with either of the great belligerents who 
were deciding the rise and fall of empires, by the 
sword, and recording their destinies in blood. Our 
policy was peace, and in this we persevered with @ 
degree of equanimity unexampled in the annals 0! 
the worid; nor, sir, was the non-intercourse act, now 





know, from having presented that proclamation to 


so violentiy complained of by Great Britain, marke 


dians, aftér the peace, in:which he advises them to | 
use the tomahawk and scalping knife, whereby num- | 
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with the slightest shade of partiality. ~By that act 
at the same time, and, as it were, “wno flatu,” we 
offered to both nations the same terms, and agreed 


ested motives, he confesses, that the situation of the 
blacks in the state he represents, impressed as they 
are with the new French principles of liberty, and 


not to import any articles the growth, produce or] their desire for the fraternal hug, are seriously to be 
manufacture of the other, her colonies or dependen-| feared; that these new principles have been taught 
cies, on either revoking their edicts violating our|them by the pedlars from the East, who while they 


neutral commerce, unless they should within three 
months thereafter revoke their edicts. The empe- 
peror of the French did revoke his, decrees, but the 
British did not revoke their orders in council with- 
in the three months; but congress, in her peaceful 
policy, by a. law, invited her, and authorised her to 
do it at any time, so that in fact she may be consi- 
dered as fixing the restrictions of which she com- 
plains, on herself, as she has it in her power to re- 
move them at her will and pleasure. 


Sir, the monstrous pretensions insisted on by her 
minister near the United States, were not less ex- 
ceptionable in their manner, than in their matter. 
However, the American minister, in a stile and man- 
ner that did honor to his head and his heart, detect- 
ed and exposed their fallacies, and placed the Um- 
ted States on that high ground her just claims en- 
titled her to hold; and gave a celebrity to that state 
paper, that it will be quoted with pride by the A- 
merican statesman, as the mirror of British inso- 
lence. 


« Mr. Speaker—I regret that the gentleman from 


Virginia, should ascribe to gentlemen of the west, 


sell their trinkets inculcate these doctrines, he sui- 
fers his fears, for the state he represents in the event 
of a war, on account of the blacks to interest him: 
and had he not told us that if the “natale solu” was 
touched, or that if there was a British agency in the 
late attack on governor Harrison, he would go to 
war—TI should have been ready to conclude, that as 

the state of the blacks would be a permanent objec- 
tion, no cause could occur that would induce him to 

go to war. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Virginia says, 

he expects to be charged with being under British 

influence; however, he disregarded it. I assure him 

1 shail not be one of his accusers; I believe him go- 

verned by himse/f, and influenced by pure American 


bosom would burn with the same sacred fire to 
avenge our wrongs: and was I to hear him charged 
in his absence with British influence, I should repel 
it, notwithstanding ine has told us in a prideful man- 
ner, that he has descended from British ancestors; 
that from a Shakespeare he had formed his taste, 
from a Locke his mind, from a Chatham his politics, 
from a Sidney his patriotism, and from a Tillotson 





a disposition for war, with a view to raise the price 
of their hemp, or to the gentlemen oi the north, with 
a view to raise the price of their beef and flour.— 
These, sir, are selfish motives, and such as I canuot 
for a moment believe will be taken into considera- 
tion on deciding this important question; they will 
with every other section of the union unite in de 
ciding on its merits; they will count the wrongs we| 
have sustained; they will reflect that the honor, the 
interest and the very independence of the United 
States is directly attacked—they will, as guardians 
of the nation’s rights, agreeably to the advice of the 
administration, “put the United States into an ar- 
mor and an attitude demanded by the crisis, and 
correspondent with the riation’s spirit and expecta- 
tions,” they will prepare to chastise the wrongs of 
the British eabinet, which the president tells us, 
“have the character as well as the effect of war, on 
our lawful commercial rights, which no independent 
nation can relinquish.” They will decide with the 
president, the executive organ of the nation’s will, 
“that these wrongs are no longer to be endured.” — 
They will decide with the commit.ec of foreign re- 
lations—“that forbearance longer to repel these 
wrongs has ceased to be a virtue,” and, I hope they 
will decide with me, that submission is a crime; and, 
sir, if they will examine a document on that table I 
mean the returns of the twelfth congress, and com- 
pare them with the eleventh—they will find nearly 
one half of the eleventh congress removed—this, sir, 
May correctly be considered as the sentence of the 
hation against the doctrine of submission.—It is cer- 
tainly an expression of the nation’s will, in a lan-} 
silage not to be misunderstood, and too serious in 
\ts application not to be respected. We have also,} 
su, the expression of Maryland through her senate, 
who unanimously approved the spirited resolutions, 
introduced by the late governor, who did not suffer 
is exposed situation, so alarming in the opinion of 
the gentleman from Virginia, to deter him from do- 
ing his duty. We have also, sir, the resolutions-of 
© legislature of Pennsylvania, an honest test of | 
‘eur Non-submission principles. Mr. Speaker, I 


i 


his religion. Mr. Speaker, had I been tiat hoaour-. 
able member, I shiould have boasted a nobler line of 
ancestry, I stiould have claimed my descent from 
the beardless Powhatan and the immortal Pocahon- 
tas, and I should have taken as modeis from my own 
state, a Heary for my cloquence, a JeiFerson for my 
politics, 2 Washi -gton tor my patriotisin, and a Ma- 
dison, or rather the oracles of revelation, for my re- 
ligion. But, sir, lam myselfso much a Roman, that 
i can truly say in their language. 


Aut genus aut praavos, aut qua non fecinus ipse 
Vix €a nostra Voco. 


Honor and shame from no condition rise, 
Act well your part, there all the honor lies. 


Sir, the charge of foreign influence, and the re- 
crimination of one political party by the other, are 
unpleasant things. I should rejoice to see the cur- 
tain of oblivion drawn over them, and all uniting 
under the nobler distinction of American. [| sir, 
feel it duc to the federalists of Maryland to declare, 
that when the outrage was committed on the Chesa- 
peake, they expressed an equal zeal to aveage the 
wrong and to volunteer their services under the 
standard of their common country. Nor, sir, can 
I, from the pleasing aspect this house presented. 
when acting on the first resolution, feel a doubt 
that they will, on all proper occasions, zealously co- 
operate im protecting the solid interests of this 
country, to which their destinies are committed. 

Sir, I sincerély regret that the gentleman from 
Virginia shouid treat with so much freedom, that 
ciass of society, which in case of a war must make 
the standing army. It was illy calculated to aid 
the recruiting service, to call them “the scourings 
of the seaports, to be collected by the scavengers 
of the army,” “engines of despotism,” ever dan- 
geraus to liberty. This could have no good effect. 
That there is a mixt society in theseaports Iadmit,, 
adventurers from all nations, but the great mass of 


“annot forbear the remark, that while the gentleman/our peaple is truly respectable, and I trust the ho- 





‘om! Virginia, ascribes to the west and north inter- 
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nesty of their principles is not to be measurecthy 
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any standard of wealth. The usual bounty and pa 

with the 160 acres of land, and the love of their 
country, will induce respectable young men to 
enlist, they will never suffer those rights, their in- 
heritance, purchased by the blood of their fathers 
of the revolution, to be lost by a degeneracy of 
their sons. I wish gentlemen, when they speak of 
the soldiery, would recollect, how they came into 
this house, and by whose blood the independence 
ef the United States was purchased. Sir; if they 
wl exsmine their own history they will find that 
ine tax in blood was paid by the poor in the ratio of 
sixty-four to four, the number of privates when 
compared with the officers, and indeed they will 
find that many of the best officers were poor. Sir, 
we Know many of the privates of that army who} 








>» 


ure now among the most respectable of our citizens. | 
Sir, have we torgot the disinterested patriotism of 
Paulding, a Williams, and a Vanwert, who conduct- 
ed Andre to the gibbet? They were poor, but ho- 
nest--goid could not corrupt them. 

Mr, Speaker, the same patriotism that imspired| 
their fuilers yet inspires their sons. - We have with| 
}.uicnal pride seen a Summers, a Wadsworth, and! 

nisract, to liberate their brothers in arms from'! 
Purlish slavery, perform a prodigy of valor unex-| 
sampled inthe pages of history. | 
bly rccorded in thearchives of congress; and their 
monuments in the navy yard will ever be dear to 
American seamen, and an. evidence of the magnani- 
mity of the naval officers, who, at their own ex- 
pense erected them, and who, in a war for their 


1 
5) 





impressed brother tars, I have no doubt would dis-| 


tinguish themselves whenever an 
ed itseli. 


i 


It has becn honora-, 


this record of his patriotism and magnanimity, ‘a 
letter of the 3d, from James Wilkinson was read, set- 
ting forth ‘that he is informed the marked distinc- 
tion conferred on him has occasioned a dissatisfac- 
tion in the army,’ that ‘to obviate any embarrass- 
ment that may result from the disposition by the 
consequent resignation of officers of merit, he begs 
leave to relinquish his brevet of brigadier, wishing 
to hold no commission; unless he can wear it to the 
honor and advantage of his country, and that his 
conduct, however repugnant to fashionable ambition 
he finds consistent with those principles for which 
he early drew his sword in the present contest.” Re- 
solved, that his resignation be accepted. 


Here isa record of his having distinguished him- 


| self im his carly youth, in the opinion of congress, 


who presented him with a sword, which he wore 
with distinction to the end df the war.’ | | 

Mr. Speaker, we find him afterwards in the con- 
fidence of the great Washington, when president 
of the United States, whose penetration and know. 
ledge of him taught him to appreciate his worth, 
whose confidence heretained to his death. We find 
lim in the confidence of every administration, the 
favorite of his country, until he nipped Burr’s trea- 
sons in the bud, and had brought the traitor nearly 
to the gibbet. and had sent on a number of choice 
spirits, connected with him in the works of treason, 
io be dealt with according to their crimes—an of- 
fence of too deep a dye ever to be forgiven by them 
and their powerful friends. Hence, although he re- 
ceived the approbation ofhis government and the 
ylaudits of a grateful country, he drew down upon 





} 


occasion present-| himself a train of persecutors and slanderers, of 
| whose history you are all informed—of whom, I 


— r< 1 7 7 2 at rs . 4 > . . . . * 4 - ‘ 
But, Mr. Speaxer, the gentleman from Virginia, / have no hesitation in saying, that if they were pro- 


could he be reconciled to a war and 2 regular army, 
would have, as he tells us, insuperable ditiiculties on 
~ccount of 2 commander in chief; he says we have 
no Washington, and thet our present chieftian is 
on “acquitted felon.” Sir, our Washington was 
}itle Known at the commencement of the revolu- 
tien, nor after he was known could his distinguish- 
ed character secure him against intrigues to remove 


secuted for their forgeries and perjuries with half the 
zeal that he has been persecuted, I really believe 
would not be called “acquitted felons.” Sir, was 
the gentleman from Virginia correctly informed on 
the subject, such are my impressions of his magna- 
nimity and justice, that hé would be enrolled with 
the friends of the general, and-that he would consign 
his prosecutérs and accusers to the obloquy they so 





hig from the command of the army; however, they 
i 


iustly merit. 








fortunately failed. Tam truly sorry, sir, that the|” But, sir, froma militia of nearly.eight hundred 
celicacy of the situation of the gentleman from Vir-! thousand, we can never be ata loss to créate a re- 
inka, and the more delicate situation of general | gular army of thirty or forty thousand—nor, sir, can 
Wiikinson, now under trial bya court martial, had| our libertics ever be endangered by that army, 
nct restrained his invectives. In such a case the| while we have an armed militia of seven hundred 
press is muzzled, nor ought such freedom of speech| thousand composed at least of as good materials.— 


: be induleed i ‘ Te : pgs 
io be indulged in this house. Nor, sir, can we be at a loss fora commander of that 
I hope I shall be excused from presenting the re- 


army, evenshould general Wilkinson be slandered 

solutions of that congress who were distinguished jn: out of the confidence of the nation. We certainly 

history as “a constellation of worthies,” testing the| have patriots and soldiers of talents and enterprise, 

cariy, the active and distinguished services of gcne-| who would have the confidence of the nation, and 

val Wilkinson, a native of Maryland, with whom 1| who would lead her army to honor and glory, and 
have long been acquainted. icrown their arms with success. 

Nov. 6, 1777 


/ 
‘ 





. ‘ ' 
(1777, in Congress, Resolved, that colonel; 
James W ilkinson, adjutant-general of the northern | 
uryt, in consideration of his services in that de-' 
partment, and being strongly recommended by een. | 
Gates, as ant officer, and promising military | 
eenius, end having brought the despatches to con- 
eress, giving an account of the surrender of licute- 
nant general Rurgoyre and his army, on the 17th of 
October last, be continued in his present employ- 
ment, with a brevet of brigadier general ofthe army 
of the United States. 

r s _— ow ' 2A0 ~ > ™ ° 

Nov. 6.1777, Congress proceeded to the election 
of a secretary of the board of w 
ihe ballots being taken, James Wi 
erected. Again, 








French Marine. 


€ 
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rh Hampuren, Sept. 27.—In the name of his majesty 
the emperor of the French, &c. &c. &e. the com 
mission of the government established by the decree 
of the 18th December, 1810, considering the decreé 
of his majesty, dated 26th December, 1510, ordering 
that a maritime administration and navigation Pp 
lice should be established in the Hanseatic depart 
| ments,.conformably to the law and regulations in forc¢ 
in France upon the report of the counsellor of stat® 
intendant of the interior and finance, decrees * 
follows— 


ore 
— 


ar and ordnance; 
lkinson, esq. was 
et : — my 4 

on the 6th of March, 1773, we find | 
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Art. 1. There shall be taken throughout the Han- { 
seatic department, a particular account of French 
citizens who are destined to navigation. 

2. The offices for maritime inscription are provi- 
siontlly established at Hamburgh and Lunenburgh; 
at Travemunde for the arondissement of Lubeck; 
at Stadte for the arondissement of Stadt; at Bre- 
merich for the departments of the mouths of the 
Weser; and at Varel for the department of the up- 
per Ems. 8 : 

3. There are comprehended in the maritime in- 
scription: 

1. Sailors of every description, whether navigat- 
ing armed or merchant ships. 

2. Those who navigate, or fishermen. 

3. Those who sail in barges or boats upon the 
coasts or in the roads, rivers, or canals, comprehend- 
ed in the maritime districts. 

4, There shall be included in the maritime con- 
scription, evéry citizen aged 18, who has fulfilled 
one of the following conditions: 

1. The having performed two long voyages, or to 
ihe grand fishery. 

2. Having been at sea 18 months. 

3. Having-been employed in the coasting fishery 
two years. 

4. Having served two years apprenticeship to the 
sea, 

5. All foreign sailors residing in the territory of 
the empire, who have married French women and 
sailed in French merchant ships, are subject to the 
maritime inscription: 

§. The already mentioned sailors are bound to 
present themselves at the office of maritime inscrip- 
tion in the district where they reside and have their 
names ascribed. 


~ 


7. Carpenters, sailmakers, &ec. &c. exercising 
their professions in maritime ports and places, shall 
be called to the military ports in the event of war, 
preparations for war, or of @traordinary or consi- 
derable works: There shall be keptan exact regis- 
try in the offices of inscription, and they shall be 


14. All captains, &c. navigating thé river, or ort 
the coasts of the 32d military division, wall from 
hence to the first of November next, provide them- 
selves’ with a role d’equipage at the maritime of- 
fice of inscription. : 
15. Every captain, &c. who after the first of No- 
vember, sails upon the rivers, coasts, &c. of the 
32d military division, and has not conformed to the 
dispositions of the present decree, shall be punish.- 
ed with eight days imprisonment, without prejudice 
to still greater penaltics, should there be occasion 
to inflict them. 


Given at the palace at Hamburgh, September Q7- 


(Signed) 
The marshal prince of Echmuhl. 








Miscellaneous. 


late years for the education of the poor. Schools 
for the peasants and the poor have long been esta- 
blished throughout the country—but partly they 
were too few, partly the masters were not sufficiently 
paid and therefore mostly compelled to seek a liveli- 
hood by other employments. The law passed in 
October, 1806, directs that the country shall be 
divided into school districts, in each of which there 
is to bea school, and no district must be larger 
than the children may, as to the distance, attend 
without inconvenience. A decent income, with a 
free house, is appointed for the masters—and al 
parents are compelled to send their children regu 
larly to school after the age of seven years. ‘The 
children are divided according to their age and pro, 
ficiency into different classes, which are to attend 
the school at different times of the day and week, 
so that no child is taken away from its parents more 
thana partoftheday. Instruction is to be given in 
reading, writing, arithmetic and religion, and to 
those who have capacity and inclination for it, in 





exempt from all other requisitions than thosé rela- 
tive to the maritime service. 

8. Every French citizen comprehended in the 
maritime inscription, are exempted from all other 
services than those of the navy, marine arsenals, and 
the national guard, in the arrondissement of their 
districts. 


the history and geography of their country. None 
are to be dismissed from school before they can read 
both print and plain writing, and give a rational ac- 
count of the principles of christianity. Those re- 
gfuiations are, for the first, limited to the islands of 
| Zealand, Funen, Coland, and Galster; but after 
they have been tried, they will, no doubt, perhaps 


9. Every sailor who has sustained the full age of with some alterations and improvements, be extend- 


ifty years, is, by right, exempt from the requisi- | 


tions for the ships or arsenals of the empire, with- 
out however losing the power of continuing the em- 
ployment offishing, or even of serving in the ships 
of the state. 

10. There. shall be granted to enrolled sailors, 
pensions according to their rank, age, wounds, or 
infirmities. 


the empire, and the merchant’s vessels. 


11. The length of service of the:three depart- 
ments, either in the merchant’s service or on board 
of ships of war, shall becomputed agreeable to the 
article 205 of the imperial decree of the 4th of July, 
1811, as if it had taken place on board of French |He has been completely successful, by mixing the 


ed to all the rest of Denmark. 

From a statement laid before the king by the 
supreme court of justice at Copenhagen, of all cri- 
minals in the Danish dominioris—including Iceland. 
and the India colonies—on whom senterice was 
passed in the year 1806, it appears that 205 cri- 
minals, of whom 18 were executed, were, in that 





These pensions wi'! be paid according | year sentenced to corporeal punishment—S for mur- 
to their services on board the siips and arsenals of | der, 8 for other capital crimes, 7 for forgery—the 
rest for inferior offences—and that the number of 
criminals bears a proportion to the whole population 





as one to 10,000. 


! 
| Andrew Olsen Dun, an inhabitant of Overhalden, 
has attempted to make cloth with the hair of cattle. 





5 4. ° . oO | . . : . +e 
ships, and give the same right to half pay and pen- | hair with wool before it is wrought. 


sions upon the invalid marine chest. 


12. The widows and children of satlors shail have 


the same claims to assistance and succours, as thos¢ 
of military men who dicd in the service. 


15. The patents delivered to captains, Ke. accord- 


| A Remark.—General Warwnr is remembered by 
'the Indians under the name of Big Wind or Tornado. 
| Was ever an appellation more appropriate? 

| Birti.—The princess of Bavaria has been deli- 
lyered of a son, Which has been babtized Charles 


ing to articles one and twe of the first of March are | Anthony Maximilian Joachim Zephirir Frederiel: 


abolished. 





| Meinrad. 


Denmanx:-—Much has beendone in Denmark of | 















































rye yah 























oar a hae 














THE WEEKLY REGISTER—CENSUS. 





























































































































































—_—— -+e- er ewe -~ee 


358 
State of kentucky. :: 
} In 1790. In 1800. ie In 1810. 
(ATTY TTE Cc = tH. 

| COUNTIES. ef 13 Sa) 2 5 | er ers 
By = Bs 8 S J ba & BS x 
Faxrttr, -— - 3,752|18,410|1 9,715| 4.22 13,498] 7,664} 21,370 
NExson, 032} 1,248'11,315|| 7.9431 1,902 10,940] 3,140 
Woopronp, . 6,963} 2,220; 9,210]] 4,502] 2,107 - 6,153) 3,41 
Bourson, - - 908 7,837|| 10,627] 2,1: 13,650) 4,169 
MERCER, - . 1,339, 7,091|) 7,297} 2,; 9,290} 3,28 
LINCOLN, - “ 1,094; 6,548]| 6,821) 1,77€ _ 6,307} 2,341 
JEFFERSON, : 3,863] 897) 4,765] 6,325] 2,40¢ 8,938} 4,347 
Mapison, - 737 5,772|| 8,761} 1,72¢ 12,481) 3,037 
Mason, - - 229) 2,729}| 10,347] 1,74: 10,092} 2,42 
Jessamine, - ~ 3,879) 1,56] 5,858} 2,483 
Scott, . . 6,086] 1,91 8,599} 3,73 
Bracken, - - 2,219 : 3,317 35 
Harrison, - - 3,925 6,638} 1,10 
Pendleton, - 1,362 2,674} 38 
Clarke, + - 6,085 8,962} 2,934 
Montgomery, - 6,304 11,171) 1,767 
Fleming, - - 4,752 8,381 54 
Floyd, a ra ae A471 3,370] 11 
Franklin, — - : 3,687] 5,756} 2,201 
Gallatin, - - 960) 2,607; 688 
Booire, - - 1,194 2,914) 656 
Campbell, : 1,622 2,991] 47 
Henry, - . - } 2,848 5,629! 1,137 
Nicholas, - 2,597) 4,368 
Garrard, : 5,021 7,088 
ME Ge Se 2,564 3,321 
Green, - - 5,257] 55265 
Cumberland, - 3,01 | ©5,266 
Shelby, . . 6,681} 11,721 
Harden, : 3,317] 325, 3,653}] 9563 
Breckenridge, - 765 41} gog| 2919 
Ohio, : . 1,069} 151) 1,293|| 3249 
Pulaski, ‘ 2,92 932] 3161} 6,439 
Knox. . - - 1,044 62} f,119}} 5,928 
Henderson, - - 1,07 S9OCT 1,46 3,169 
‘Livingston, -— - 2,396 456) 2,856 2,992 
Christian, -  - | 2,021) 997} 2,318] 9235 
Logan, - - 4,939} 771 5,807]| 9,468 
Warren, - 4,251 431f 4,686|| 10,422} 
Muhlenburg, a 1,313 12:4 1,443 3,698 
Barren, ° * 4,279) 5021 4,784 9,552 
Washington, - 7,611) 1,42°1 9,050 1,08: 
ApDAIR, - - 5,050 
BuTwer, : - 1,899 
Casey, - - 3,039 
Cray, - - - 2,257 
CaLDWELI, - 3,685 
Est ez, - - 1,948 
GREENUP, . 1,374] » 
GrRaYson, 2,198 
Hopkins, - 2,551 
LrwIs, - | 2,072 | 
RockeastteE, . 1,568} 163 
Warne, | 5,200 230 

Torars, ; 12,430173,677 179,871} 40,34: 1220,95911324,237} 80,561 

Tennessee, 

Davidson, . = | 6,861)” 3.087) 9,965), 9,173) 6,305 15,608{ 
Sumner, . . 3,332} 1,284 4,616} 9,961] 3,734] 13,792} 
Smith, - . - 3,693 597| 4,294}| 9,424) 2,901) 11,649 
Wilson, , - 2,523, 7291 3,261]| 9,271) 2,297} 11,952 
Williamson, - - 2,174, 693) 2,868]} 2,156] 3,985] 13,153 
Robertson, - 3,414 663} 4,280}) 5,623} 1,608) 7,270 
Montgomery, . = 1,998; 821) 4,819|| 5,386] 2,629} 8,021 
Knox, - - - - 11,128 1,298) 12,445]} 8,876} 1,271) 10,171 
Blount, - : - | 5,240' 345) 5,587] 


SE OE gs UE SB Ge ot - —— i 
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11,058! 1,011] 12,098 
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—- - —_—— 
Cennessee---continued, -8 
és: | In 1800... { In 1810. 
COUNTIES. eu! 2] 3 ioes| [8 | 
e2} 3s = eae Se ee oe 
ads eae = % re . ae 
Sevier, - ° ec : ns’ - 3,255, 162) 3,419]) 4,296, 294) 4,595: 
Granger, * 6,871; 496| 7,367|) 5,678 537] 6,397; 
Jeffersonand Pailee, (for 1800—J efferson dane for 1810) 8,295 695) 9,017); 6,442) 783) 7,309: 
Hawkins, — - 5,667| 811] 6,563]| 6,697} 930] 7,643 
Carter, - - - - - - - - 4,509} 208 4,813 3,828] 262] 4,190 
Sullivan, - - . = - - 9, 710 491] 10,218}} 6,071) 773 6,847 
Washington, . - - - §,821 533] 6,379]| 6,854 850] 7,740, 
Green, ; ; ; 5 - | 71371 4711 7,610!| 9,046] 655] 9,713 
CookE, ° » ; ‘ . > a - 4,702} 436) 5,154 
CLAIBORNE, . - . - - 4,43 327| 4,798 
CAMPBELL, are : eet 2,507) 103) 2,668: 
ANDERSON, . “ . ‘ 2,694 260} 3,959 
ROANE, . : - m - ° - - 4,896} 670| 5,581 
RuEa, - - . . - 2,290, 214) 2,504 
BEDFORD, - - aoe ‘ 7,057, 1,180} 8,242 
Dickson, - : - . - aig 3,536 980} 4,516 
FRANKLIN, - ‘ ° . a 5,020} 709| 5,730! 
GILES, : . : - - . . - 3,813; 733) 4,546, 
HicKMAN, . . ; . . 2,332| 245) 2,583 
HumMPHRIES, - Bont caer ks ot oe ei 1,366} 132] 1,512) 
Jackson, . ‘ ; . 4,912} 481) 5,401) 
LINCOLN, - . . ‘. - 5,382; 720) 6,104 
OvERTON, - - . - - 5,282). 365] 5,643) 
Rowsempame, <0 aw rae - 7,527| 2,701) 10,265) 
STEWART, - - . - | 3,465 7791 4,262) 
Wut, Re Gu pes oe Care ee -f 3,745} 2831 4,028 
Warren, - - . . 5,241) 476] 5,725 
Mavcry, = . - 2 4 4 - 9,722 2,626 10,359 
Torats, - - ° - . - 91,709! 13,584,105,602}|215,875|44,535)/261,727 
| ‘Ohio. (OcPFor note see next page. 
(Jefferson, - . ; . r 8,731 8,765) 17,136 17,260 
Washington, . - : 5 409 5,427|| 5,943 5 991, 
Adams, - : . . . ° , “ 3,417 3,432)| 9,418 9,434 
Hamilton, Pot ay a hee ee : 14,692 14,692)| 15,100 15,258 
RG ae ai RS erate gaa ya 3,067 3,206 
Ross, ° - . . ‘ -| 8,415 8,540 15,144 15,514 
Trumbull, - : ° 2 ; 5 ° 1,298 1,303% 8,616 8,671 
ATHENS, : . ‘ , ; . : 2,787 { 2,791 
BELMONT, ° - - . : r + 11,009 11,097 
BuTLrR, - - : . ‘ ) il, 071 11,150 
CaYaHoGa, - “ - ° ‘ 1,445 1,459 
CHAMPAIGN, - - > . - ; - 6,238 } 6,303 
CLERMONT, - - * “ 9,928 9,965 
CLINTON, - : ; ‘ 2,665 2,674 
CoLUMBIANA, : : . 10,779 10,878 
DELAWARE, . - 1,956 2,000 
FAIRFIELD, . ‘ . Sa 11,326 11,361 
FAYETTE, = - av 9 1,850 1,854 
\FRANKLIN, . - ° | 3,443 3,486} 
GALLIA, ‘ “ . . z | 4,166 4,181 
Geauga, : : ‘ 2,914 2,917 
GUERNSEY, - . 3,044. 3,051 
GREEN, - ‘ ‘ | f 5,834 5,870 
HIGHLAND, , ‘ | 5,640 5,766 
Knox, . ‘ 2,137 2,149 
Lickine, : f 3,844 3,852 
Manpison, - - 4 ‘ { | 1,590 1,603 
Miami, - - . . . . | 3,920 3,491 
/Monrcomerr, ‘ . : a 4 7,668 19422 
Mu SKINGUM, ™ a : t Y 961, 10,036 
Pickaway, “ - - . } 7,055 7,124 
MRE eo 2 oe : 2,988 2,951 
3 ere J ' 3,279 3,304) 
‘ScrotTo, ; ; ‘ 3,370 3,399 
STARK, ; ¥ . : r * ‘ ! 2,727 2,734 
Tuscarawa, - “ wind 3,039 3,043 
Warren, nope ; 9,836 9,925 
i. | 
}  Terat, ; ; ‘ : | 45,0281 4.5,365||229,861! {230, 760! 
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‘* NOTE FOR TRE PRECEDING. PAGE. 

hio became a state in 1802—the census of 
which follows (for 1800,) contains the then popula- 
tion of the counties named, forming a district of 
country at that time called the “Territory of the 





The wildest speculations have often proved to be 
the most correct, and conjecture or accident are the 
leaders to the discoveries of experience. 

But on this subject the first impressions will pro. 
bably with most people be the last; and the genera} 





United States N. W. of the Ohio.” 








American Antiquities. 
FROM THE MERCURY. 
Chilicothe, Now. 6, 1811. 

Mr. Gittetanp.—In a former letter I promised to 
send you a description of the ruins ef an Indian city 
which has been discovered in this state. 

I was upon an electioneering excursion some 
weeks ago, when I came in company with Mr. De 
Voss, a gentleman who lives about eleven miles 
from this place (Chilicothe) and he politely invited 
me to his house. On our way thither we passed an 
Tidian mound, which I made some remarks upon, 
and then enquired of him whether there were not 
in his part of the country, some antiquities that one 
might conveniently visit. He replied that there was 
some on his farm (for they are all farmers there) 
which would highly gratify the curiosity of any one, 
ani that if [had anycuriosity, he would go with me 
toexamine then. 

On the next morning we rose early and proceed- 
ed to examine a fortification which is on the leve/ 
summit ef ahigh hill. Yt contains about one hundred 
acres, and is enclosed by a stone wall, which (if we 
may judge from the quantity of stones, for it is in 
rttins) must have been twelve or fifteen feet high 
and four or five thick. Within the erea there are 
about thirtv furnaces, from some af which I took 
cinders that resemble in every way those formed in 
blacksmith’s forges. From some of them I got pie- 
ces of burnt_unwrought clay that looks somewhat 
like pumice stone, but are of a pale blue color. 
Those lying on the surface of the earth are covered | 
with coats of rusty mail, which probably had 1].in, 
there since the days of Lycurgus. | 
— The fort is nearly circular, and has, if I recollect! 
rightly, ten passes or gates, which are placed at re.! 
gular distances from each other. 

At one of these passes, and on the outside, there 
is the appearance of a well or spring enclosed, with | 
a stone wall. This wel was intencel, I suppose, to) 
supply water to those who might have occupied the| 

fort, as there is nothing like a spring or watering} 
place within the limits of it. 

There are trees now growing in this fortification 
which are four or five feet in diameter, and they ap-| 
pear to have been preceded by a race still more gi- 
gantic, if we may judge from thelong traces left by 
those that have rotted into their native dust. Some} 
of the largest grew out of the foundation of the wall 
in places where the stone had tumbled down on the| 
side of the hill. 

Tuese things shew the antiquity of the work, but 
there are things that shew it to havc been also a 
work of great labor; for there are no stones that could 
be used for building, within a mile of the ruins, ex-} 
cept in Paint Creek, which runs by the edge of a 
hill; but the creek stones are of avery different kind 
irom those used in the wail. 

At the bottom of the hill on the south west side 
are the ruins of the town, or rather city. The cel- 
Jars and the stone foundations of the houses still re- 
main. The streets are in regular squares. Near it 
there is a large inound perfectly level to the top.—It 
was from all appearance the residence ofa warlike 

race; but description of it will form the subject of 
a future communication. 








i ble, is, that they 


they are Scythyans. 


opinion will be still generally admitted as the true 

The notion of bishop Madison of Virginia thai 
those ancient works, Whose remains appear in our 
‘country, werenever intended as fortresses, is the 
; Most outre that I have known to be advanced. } 
think he has net had the opportunity of viewing any 
one bulitof stone. Very few, I presume, who have 
exaniined for themselves, will believe that these 
works contain the fixed habitations of the people 
who erectedthem. ‘The situation of' these fortifica- 
tions (for I will venture to call them so) must have 
rendered them every way inconvenient for the set- 
tled residence even ofa warlike people, and presen: 
only the advantage of security. 

Placed on the summits of hills they screened 
those within them from all missille weapons, and 
from all weapans I suppose, their antedchuvian in- 
habitants were acquainted with. The face of the 
hill formed the g/acis and superceded the necessity 
of a fosse. 

Of that long destroyed race of people we know 
nothing except what we learn from their works— 
even their traditions have sunk with them into a 
common grave. But we have enough left m_ these 
vestiges of their labors and their wars to convince us 
that they were much more civilized than the present 
Indian inhabitants of any portion of our continent. 
| Cencerning the origin of the Indians there have 
been numerous, learned, profound and original con- 
jectures. Tomethconethat seems most reasona- 
y are degenerated branches of the 
‘Nations which erected these works; and those na- 
tions were originally from Asia, and if so, probably 
1 Among the little ot the na- 
tional traits of character, that these branches bear 
to the other representatives of their origina! stock. 

I am, my dear sir, with the sentiments of friend- 
ship and esteem, yours, &c. 








JAMES FOSTER. 


——_——_a 


Militia of Maryland. 


OFFICIAL RETURN—1811. 

Major generals 3. Brigadier generals 12. Adju- 
tant general 1. Aids de camp 6. Brigade majors 
and inspectors 12. Quarter master generals, &c.— 
Lieutenant colonels 40. Majors 82. . Adjutants 42. 
Quarter masters 33. Surgeons and surgeons mates 
73. Captains 447. Lieutenants and ensigns 871.— 
Sergeants 1633. Musicians 448. Rank and fie 
28,193. 

Arms belonging to the state —Rifles 530. Muskets 
5889, chiefly with bayonets and cartridge boxes, 
complete, and some small stores, or appendages. 

There are 40 regiments or battalions of infantry; 
12 brigades, and, including the officers, 39,539 men. 

Cavalzy. Major 1. Captains 32. Lieutenants 
and cornets 94. Sergeants 106. Rank and ule 
1135—in all includimg the officers 1385 men. 

Artilivry—Captains 12. Lieutenants 29 
423. Fieid pieces 22. es oes 

Of the Riflemen no particular, return 1s given.— 
Total militia 41,410. 

The return contains a minute detail of all the 
arms and ammunition belonging to the stat¢ ly 
in deposit. Among them we notice 2400 new mus- 
kets, a quantity of old ditto fit for service; 530 
new cartridge boxes, and 250 pair (new) horseman > 
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